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Syllabus 
PT 155 Dream, Fantasy and Symbolic Communications 

D. Gilhooley                           Spring 2019 
 
 

Mon. 3:30-5:30 
CMPS: 30 Clock Hours 

NYGSP: 2 Credits 
                                                                                                                                           

 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces students to various dream theories and will acquaint them with the language of 
the unconscious. Myths, creative works, dreams, and symptoms are studied for examples of how pre-
language primary processes and related secondary processes are expressed through symbolism, 
displacement, condensation and visual imagery as well as manifest and latent dream elements. Students 
learn the modern analytic approach to working with dreams and develop skill in recognizing and 
understanding unconscious communication and motivation.  
 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

•  describe the wish-fulfillment theory of dreams and develop an understanding of how the primary 
processes operate, and how they reveal the unconscious wishes conveyed in dreams, fantasies, 
symptoms and creative work; 

•  apply the concepts involved to their own and their patients’ productions; and 
•  define contemporary analytic dream theory and interpretive methods in clinical practice. 

 
Method of Evaluation 
Attendance, class participation, presentation of weekly readings, class logs, and final paper.  
Logs are to be emailed to dangilhooley@yahoo.com 
  
 To access full text documents from the PEP links, you’ll need to first log into your PEP account. 
 
Assigned Readings 
Class 1  
Freud, S. (1953). The method of interpreting dreams: An analysis of a specimen dream. In J. Strachey 

(Ed. and Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud 
(Vol. 4, pp. 96-121). London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1900) 

   http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.004.0000a  
Geltner, P. (1984). Reflections on Freud’s dream of “Irma’s injection.” Modern Psychoanalysis, 9, 191-

202. 
 http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=mpsa.009.0191a  
 

http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.004.0000a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=mpsa.009.0191a
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Class 2  
Freud, S. (1953). The material and sources of dreams. Part D, Typical dreams. In J. Strachey (Ed. and 

Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 4, pp. 
241-276).  London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1900) 

  http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.004.0000a 
Freud, S. (1953). The psychology of the dream-processes: Wish-fulfillment. In J. Strachey (Ed. and 

Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 5, pp. 
550-572).  London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1900) 

  http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.005.0000a 
 
Class 3 
Abraham, K. (1979). Childhood phantasies in dreams and myths: The application of the wish- 

fulfillment theory to myths. In Clinical papers and essays on psychoanalysis (pp. 155-172). New 
York, NY: Brunner/Mazel. (Original work published 1909). 

Sharpe, E. F. (1937). Mechanisms of dream formation. In Dream analysis (pp. 40-65). London, 
England: Hogarth Press.  

 
Class 4  
Freud, S. (1958). Formulations regarding the two principles in mental functioning. In J. Strachey (Ed. 

and Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 
12, pp. 215-226). London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1912) 

  http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.012.0000a  
Holt, R. (2009). Theoretical foundations. In Primary process thinking: Theory, measurement, and 

research (pp. 1-39). Lanham, MD: Jason Aronson. 
 
Class 5 
Jung, C. G. (1997). Confrontation with the unconscious. In J. Chodorow (Ed.), Encountering Jung on 

active imagination (pp. 21-41). Princeton: Princeton University Press. (Original work published 
1961) 

Jung, C. G. (2009). The gift of magic. In S. Shamdasani (Ed.), The red book, liber novus: A reader’s 
edition (pp. 379-388). New York: W.W. Norton. 

 
Class 6 
Eshel, O. (2001). Where are you, my beloved?: On absence, loss, and the enigma of telepathic dreams. 

International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 87, 1603-1627. 
 http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=ijp.087.1603a 
Gilhooley, D. (2019). Thought transference. In D. Gilhooley & F. Toich, I woke up dead: Telepathy, 

premonition and imagination in the nonlocal unconscious. London, England: Routledge. 
 
Class 7 
Eigen, M. (2005). Dream images. In Emotional storm (pp. 96-119). Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 

University Press. 
Winnicott, D. W. (1971). Dreaming, fantasying and living. In Playing and reality (pp. 26-37). New 

York, NY: Basic Books. 
  http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=zbk.017.0001a 
  

http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.004.0000a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.005.0000a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=se.012.0000a%20
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=ijp.087.1603a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=zbk.017.0001a
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Class 8 
D’Amato, B. (2010). Aggression in dreams - intersecting theories: Freud, modern psychoanalysis, threat 

simulation theory. Modern Psychoanalysis, 35, 182-204. 
 http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=mpsa.035.0182a 
Meadow, P. W. (1984). The royal road to preverbal conflicts. Modern Psychoanalysis, 9, 63-92. 
 http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=mpsa.009.0063a 
 
Class 9 
Gilhooley, D. (2017, June 16-20). Dreaming of rebirth: The intersubjective nature of dreaming. 

International Association for the Study of Dreams, 34th Annual Conference, Anaheim, CA. 
Grotstein, J. (2000). The ineffable nature of the dreamer. In Who is the dreamer who dreams the dream? 

A study in psychic presences (pp.1-36). Hillsdale, NJ: The Analytic Press. 
 
Class 10 
Blechner, M. J. (2013). New ways of conceptualizing and working with dreams.  Contemporary 

Psychoanaysis, 49, 259-275. 
 http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=cps.049.0259a 
Ogden, T. (2004). This art of psychoanalysis: Dreaming undreamt dreams and interrupted cries. The 

International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 85, 857-877. 
 http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=ijp.085.0857a 
 
Class 11 
Campbell, J. (2006). In the wake of 9/11. In Group dreaming: Dreams to the tenth power (pp. 137-148). 
 Norfolk, VA: Wordminder Press. 
Gilhooley, D. (2018, June 16-20). A dream from the future. International Association for the Study of 

Dreams, 35th Annual Conference, Scottsdale, AZ. 
 
Class 12 
Adler, S. (2011). The night-mare on the analyst’s couch. In Sleep paralysis: Night-mares, nocebos, and 

mind-body connection (pp. 59-73). New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
Adler, S. (2011). The night-mare, traditional Hmong culture, and sudden death. In Sleep paralysis: 

Night-mares, nocebos, and mind-body connection (pp. 94-116). New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers 
University Press. 

 
 
Additional Recommended Readings: 
Domhoff, G. W. (1996). Finding meaning in dreams. New York, NY: Plenum Press.  
Erikson, E. (1954). The specimen dream of psychoanalysis. Journal of the American Psychoanalytic 

Association, 2, 5-56. 
Franz, M. L. von (1998). On dreams & death: A Jungian interpretation.  Chicago, IL: Open Court.  
Freud, S. (1953). The interpretation of dreams (the dream-work). In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The 

standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 4, pp. 277-310). 
London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1900). 

Freud, S. (1953). Fragments of a case of hysteria (Dora's dream). In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The 
standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 7, pp. 64-111). 
London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1905). 

Freud, S. (1955). Totem & taboo. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The standard edition of the complete 
psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 13, pp. ix-164). London, England: Hogarth Press. 
(Original work published 1912). 

http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=mpsa.035.0182a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=mpsa.009.0063a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=cps.049.0259a
http://www.pep-web.org/document.php?id=ijp.085.0857a
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Freud, S. (1955). Observations & examples from analytic practice. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The 
standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 13, pp. 193-201). 
London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1913).  

Freud, S. (1957). Leonardo da Vinci & a memory of his childhood. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The 
standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 11, pp. 63-92). 
London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1910). 

Freud, S. (1961). Beyond the pleasure principle. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The standard edition of 
the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 19, pp. 261-263). London, England: 
Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1920). 

Freud, S. (1961). A 17th century demonologial neurosis (editor's note & introduction). In J. Strachey 
(Ed. and Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud 
(Vol. 19, pp. 69-72). London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1923). 

Freud, S. (1961). J. Popoer-Lynkeus & the theory of dreams. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The 
standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 19, pp. 261-263). 
London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1923). 

Freud, S. (1963). Introductory lectures on psychoanalysis (Part II: Dreams). In J. Strachey (Ed. and 
Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 15, 
pp. 83-239). London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1916-17). 

Freud, S. (1963). Introductory lectures on psychoanalysis (Index of symbols). In J. Strachey (Ed. and 
Trans.), The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 16, 
pp. 480-482). London, England: Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1916-17). 

Freud, S. (1964). Revision of the theory of dreams. In J. Strachey (Ed. and Trans.), The standard edition 
of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 22, pp. 7-30). London, England: 
Hogarth Press. (Original work published 1932). 

Gabel, S. (1993). The phenomenology of the self and its objects in waking and dreaming: implications 
for a model of dreaming.  The Journal of American Academy of Psychoanalysis and Dynamic 
Psychiatry, 21, 339-362.  

Gay, P. (1988). The secret of dreams. In Freud: A life for our time (pp. 104-116). New York, NY: 
Norton. 

Greenson, R. (1970). Psychoanalytic Quarterly, 39, 519-549. 
Grimm's fairy tales (complete edition available from Pantheon). 
Grinstein, A. (1968). Freud’s rules of dream interpretation. New York, NY: International Universities 

Press. 
Grinstein, A. (1980). Irma's injection. In Sigmund Freud's dreams. (2nd ed.) (pp. 21-46). New York, NY: 

International Universities Press.  
Hall, C. S., & Van de Castle, R. L.  (1966). The content analysis of dreams. New York, NY: Apple- 

Century Crofts.   
Hobson, J. A. (2005). 13 dreams Freud never had. New York, NY: Pi Press. 
Hobson, J. A., & McCarley, R. W. (1977). The brain as a dream state generator: An activation-synthesis 

hypothesis of the dream process. The American Journal of Psychiatry,134, 1335-1348. 
Jung, C. G. (1961). The work. In Memories, dreams, reflections (pp. 220-222). New York, NY: Vintage 

Books.  
Jung, C. G. (1964). Man and his symbols (pp. 18-103). New York, NY: Doubleday.  
Jung, C. G. (1968). Psychology and alchemy.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton Universities Press.                    
Kramer, M. (1993). The selective mood regulatory function of dreaming: An update and revision. In A. 

Moffitt, M. Kramer, & R. Hoffmann (Eds.), The function of dreaming (pp. 139-195). Albany, 
NY: SUNY Press.  

Ogden, T. (2001). Conversations at the frontier of dreaming. Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson. 
Reiser, M. (1990). Memory in mind and brain (pp. 64-92; 167-172). New York, NY: Basic Books.  
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Schur, M. (1966). Some additional "Day residues" of "The specimen dream of psychoanalysis." In R. 
Loewenstein, L. Newman, M. Schur, & A. Soinit (Eds.), Psychoanalysis--a general psychology 
(pp. 45-85).  New York, NY: International Universities Press.  

Segal, H. (1964). Phantasy. In Introduction to the work of Melanie Klein (pp. 11-23). New York, NY: 
Basic Books.   

Sharpe, E. F. (1937). Dream analysis. London, England: Hogarth Press. 
Solms, M. (1995). New findings on the neurological organization of dreaming: Implications for 

psychoanalysis. The Psychoanalytic Quarterly, 64, 43-67. 
 
 
 


