
Repetition and Reception

Bruce Reis, Ph.D., FIPA, , is a fellow and faculty member at the Institute for Psychoanalytic 
Training and Research, New York; an adjunct clinical assistant professor in the New York University 
Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis; and a member of the Boston Change 
Process Study Group.  He is the North American book review editor for the International Journal 
of Psychoanalysis and serves on the editorial boards of The Psychoanalytic Quarterly and 
Psychoanalytic Dialogues. He is the co-editor (with Robert Grossmark) of Heterosexual 
Masculinities (Routledge, 2009). 

This talk will be about the power of creative transformation found in Freud’s observation of 
his 18-month-old grandson’s fort/da game, which is not simply about mastery. Rather than 
approach repetition as a difficulty to be transcended, Reis will argue that repetition is the 
vehicle of its own transcendence: If action is not to be separated from the psychic processes 
of the patient (which are themselves forms of action [Loewald]) or from the psychoanalytic 
dyad (within which action is a constant variable [Reis]), then this gives us license to explore 
the possibility of outcomes for the resolution of repetition other than symbolic thought. Reis 
will draw on the work René Roussillon, Christopher Bollas, and Donald Winnicott to find 
in repetition the creative forms of its transcendence, and return to Freud’s original thesis 
in Beyond the Pleasure Principle concerning other motive forces “which push forward towards 
progress and the production of new forms.”
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CONTINUING EDUCATION INFORMATION

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Participants will be able to (1) distinguish between the three different forms of repetition originally introduced by 
Freud in Beyond the Pleasure Principle, and (2) explain how repetition is not necessarily a difficulty to be transcended, but rather the vehicle of its 
own transcendence.

Licensed Psychoanalysts: The Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State 
Board for Mental Health Practitioners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed psychoanalysts (#P-0032).

Social Workers: The Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for 
Social Work as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers #SW-0206.


