
Extension Division Presentation

The Psychoanalysis of Madness: 
A Fight Against Perversion
Françoise Davoine has published two books on Don Quixote and the 
psychoanalysis of madness. She views this “greatest of all novels” as Cervantes’ 
attempt to find his way out of madness with his “son,” Don Quixote, as his 
guide. He has been a guide for Davoine as well in her own work with madness 
and trauma. Her first book on Don Quixote addressed the fight against 
melancholia; the second, the fight against perversion.  Focusing on the second 
study and using clinical examples, she will discuss the psychoanalysis of 
madness and trauma—a fight against perversion, enacted in the transference. 

❚ Wednesday, October 26 • 1:00–3:00 PM  ❚
CMPS, 16 West 10th Street, New York, NY 10011

212-260-7050  •  cmps@cmps.edu  •  www.cmps.edu
Open to clinicians and the public at no charge  ❚  $20 administrative fee for CE certificate

2 CE Credits for Social Workers and Psychologists

Françoise Davoine, PhD, worked for thirty years as a psychoanalyst 
in public psychiatric hospitals in France, and is currently in private 
practice. She was a professor at the Center for the Study of Social 
Movements of the  École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales 
(EHESS) in Paris, and is the author of many articles and books, 
including Wittgenstein’s Folly, Mother Folly, and History Beyond Trauma 
(with Jean-Max Gaudillière).

CONTINUING EDUCATION INFORMATION

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Participants will be able to (1) describe how psychopathology rooted in trauma is enacted in the transference, and  
(2) describe how the process of verbalizing what had previously been unspeakable is curative.

Psychologists: CMPS is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. CMPS maintains 
responsibility for this program and its content.

Social Workers: The Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies (CMPS) SW CPE is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State 
Board for Social Work as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers (#0206).

https://www.cmps.edu/The-Psychoanalysis-of-Madness-A-Fight-Against-Perversion

